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July 6, 2020 

 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians: 

 

Richmond County Public Schools (RCPS) recently received Superintendent’s Memo #149-20 in 

regards to the Resumption of Behind the Wheel Instruction. The document served as notification 

that school divisions may resume operation of the programs after consultation with local health 

departments and school board attorneys. Rappahannock High School (RHS) plans to resume 

Behind the Wheel Instruction beginning the week of July 13, 2020, under the supervision of Mr. 

William West. Mr. West will be contacting students in order, based on their sign-up date as of 

March 13, 2020.  

 

Per Superintendent’s Memo #149-20, “Since in-car instruction is a high-risk activity due to the 

inability to meet social distancing requirements, instructors and students should consider any of 

their own personal high risk conditions prior to participation. When offering in-car instruction, 

school divisions are strongly encouraged to require students and staff to wear cloth face 

coverings and gloves. Stringent cleaning and disinfecting protocols should be followed and 

would include, but are not limited to, using alcohol-based products to thoroughly clean the 

steering wheel, steering column controls, dashboard controls, seats, seatbelts, gearshift, keys, 

door handles and all other touched surfaces before and after each lesson. Daily health 

screenings are recommended for staff members and students participating in in-car instruction. 

Anyone who feels ill or has symptoms should not participate in in-car instruction”.  

 

Students and staff will be required to follow the cleaning recommendations of Superintendent’s 

Memo #149-20, plus any additional measures that RCPS may put in place for the safety of the 

students and staff. Students and their families electing to participate in this program should know 

the following protocols must be followed to ensure the safety of our students and staff:  

 

 Mr. West will have his temperature taken daily prior to any interaction with the students 

or entering the vehicle. If he has a temperature of 99.5 or higher then Behind the Wheel 

will be cancelled until conditions improve for it to safely resume. 

 Parent/Guardian(s) may not drop of their child or leave the school grounds until the 

student’s temperature has been taken. If the child has a temperature of 99.5 or higher than 

they are not allowed to participate in Behind the Wheel. 

 Since the program is an alternative to a private driving school, we ask that you provide 

your own Personal Protective Equipment (PPE). Students are responsible for providing 

their own mask and gloves for driving. It is the responsibility of the parent/guardian and 

student to have their PPE with them.  RCPS/RHS will provide the necessary cleaning 

supplies for disinfection of the vehicle. 
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If you have any questions in regards to the Driver’s Education Program or you have already 

pursued other means and wish to be removed from the schedule, please email Mr. West at 

wwest@richmond-county.k12.va.us.  

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me by telephone at (804) 333-3127 or by 

email at dferguson@richmond-county.k12.va.us.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Mr. David Ferguson 

Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By signing below, I _____________________, understand that RCPS and RHS are following 

every possible safety protocol and we are electing that our child/student _________________ 

participate in the Driver’s Education Program. We understand it is also our responsibility to 

provide a face covering and gloves, and that we may not leave the grounds until our child/student 

has had their temperature checked by Mr. West per the protocol outlined above. 

 

 

_______________________     _______________________ 

Parent Guardian Signature                                                      Date 
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